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The year 1937 was marked by subnormal precipitntion 
in practically all of tlie Great Plains area and some adjoin- 
ing States. Subsoil moisture nxs gre:ttly deficient nntl dry 
surface soil was easily transported by even light wintls. As 
a result a large central area, including those portions of 
Colorado, Kansas, Oldalionia, Texas, and eastern New 
Mexico, coninionly referred to as the “Dust Bowl”, had 
nunierous and severe duststornis, and some States to 
northward had damaging storms. Most States to east of 
the hlississippi River were visited by dust clouds at  some 
time during the period covered by this paper. 

This paper, with the one mhich appeared in the April 
issue of the MONTHLY WEATHER REVIEW, describes the 
duststornis of 1937; those of tlie first 4 months, January to 
April, inclusive. are discussed in the April issue. 

A large central area, including Kisconsin and Illinois to 
east of the Rlississippi River, and Io\+ a ,  hfissouri, hion- 
tam,  tlie Dakot:ts, Nebraska, Ihinsas, Oklnhonia, Texas, 
Colorado, Nevada, and Arizona, received subnormal 
precipitation for the entire year. In  this area totals 
ranged from only i 5  percent, of the normal yearly fall in 
Nebraska to as much as 99 percent in Nevada. 

Most Cheat Plains States, RLissouri, Illinois, Wisconsin, 
and Iowa hac1 considerably more rain than in 1936, the 
increases over the preceding year varying from 10 percent 
in Kansas to 48 percent in North Dakota. Texas, with 
only S7 percent of normal, hac1 13 percent less than in 1936. 
In  Iowa, blissouri, Wisconsin. and Illinois increases. over 
the preceding year ranged from 5 to  20 percent, while of 
the Western States listed Arizona, Colorado, and Nevada 
had 9, 10, and 11 percent, respectively, less than in 1936. 

Large areas in the Great Plains had subnormnl precipi- 
tation every rnontli of the period covered by this summary ; 
hfay R&S the relatively driest, with only 6 States receiving 
normal rain, or more, to west of tlie SO meridian. 

MAT 

Duriiig May dense dust, daniaging to wheat nncl other 
crops ancl injurious to livestock, wits reported in most 
States from northwestern Texas and New Mexico north- 
ward. Storms were distributed throughout the month 
but were most frequent from the lSth to the 28th. Severe 
dust was reported on as  many as 21 days of the nionth in 
portions of Oldalioma and on from 4 to 15 days in soubh- 
western Ihnsas.  During these storms, as well as in some 
of those in other States, visibility was materially reduced, 
dangerously so in many instances. 

At Malta, Mont., the storm of the 2Sth was the “worst 
ever seeii-for an hour and n half dust blew a t  a terrific 
rate, so thick that the greater part of the h i e  it was im- 
possible to see the radiator cap on a car (froni the driver’s 
seat)-dust sifted into the closed cars until it as  an inch 
thick. When the rain came it blew into the car doors 
until the dirt was mud.” (Hawe, hfont., Journal, hfay 
30, 1937.) Tlie Chinook, hiont., Opinion classified this 
storm as “the worst ever seen here.” At Helena air and 
highway traffic was halted, and, in the northern p r t  of 
the Stnte, cars stopped on highways, because of poor 
visibility from blowing dust, were struck by other vehirles 
and some personal injuries resultetl. 

A t  Billings, Mont ., a dust “layer” which persisted froin 
the evening of the 23d to the early morning of the 35th 

was found by nriators to have an upper limit of 4.4zO feet; 
on the W h ,  when visibility TWS reduced to  one-eighth mile 
for half : in hour, tlie upper liniit of the cloutl \!:is 10.060 
feet above tlie surfnce. 

Western m t l  nortliwestern Testis had severnl severe 
storms. At El P:tso, on the 2’7t1, the visibility n:is 700 
feet or less froin 6 :I. ni. until uearly noon; at  7 o’clock it 
was only 300 feet. 

The following paragraph, taken froin n report sii1)mitted 
by the official in charge, Oklahoma City, Okln., dewrihes 
the severity of some of these hIay storms: 

At Guud\wll the visibility na5 rwliired to ’ 2  iiiile o i l  1111: lyt, 150 
vard, 011 the 3t1, 1 6  niilr 011 the 4th. 1 ,  I i J i l ?  011 tht. Citt., 1 
zero at T:G p. 111. on tlie ’itti, 1 2  i i i i l ~  on tlie IOtli, 1, I ~ I ~ I P  oI 
100 feet at B:30 11. 111. on the 1311, 1 mile on the 14th. nilis- vi1 the 
15th, 100 ieet nt 5:45 p. 1x1. of t he  16th arid at cj p. 111. the l‘itb, 
150 feet UII  the 10th at 6 11. ni . ,  1~ iiiile 011 tlie 39lI1, z r i c ~  CIII t l ~ e  
31st from 7:03 11. 111. to 11;09 p. in., iiiilr cn the % I ! ,  100 feet a t  
S:45 a. 111. on tile %th, !2 l d e  o i l  the “th, 1 iide 011 the Z’Bth, 
ordl 10 fcet fix a short time at  3:45 13. ni., n i th  h m i r  mill falling 
\tliile dii-t WRS liea\ieht, s n c l  f a  mile OII  the 30th. 

Siniilar conditions probably prevailed in other portions 
of tlie Oklahoma Panhandle and in otlier sections of the 
“Dust B o d . ”  

Nebraska, New RIexico, hIontana, and Wyoming re- 
ported crop damage froni blowing soil during tlie month. 
In North Dakota the. Dickinson Esperirnent Station re- 
ported that soil blow-mg about the middle and near the 
close of the nionth was the most severe ever esperi- 
enced. 

The unusually numerous and severe storms in north- 
eastern hlontana were the worst ever known in that 
region; grain seed was l h v n  out of the soil and growing 
grain cut off a t  the surface or buried. In  Teton County 
grain was cut off three times this spring. Losses from 
soil blowing were general in the north-central and eastern 
portion of tlie State; duststorms were particularly severe 
and extensive on tlie l l t h ,  l%h, lstli,  and 38th. On the 
2Sth slightly more than the entire eastern half of the 
State was visited by a severe storm that reduced visibility 
to 50 feet in from 10 to 30 minutes. Great damage re- 
sulted to seeded and growing grain and range grtiss. Air 
and highway traffic 1111s disrupted. At the Billings Bir- 
port Station the wind attained an estrenie velocity of 76 
miles per hour and a t  Miles C!ity, 68 miles. 

Numerous duststorms occurred in Colorado and on the 
31st the visibility was reduced to from one-quarter to one- 
half mile in most southeastern counties and was rendered 
zero in extreme southeastern counties where conditions 
were reported as “dark as night” and “absolutely black.” 
I n  some sections the storm was tlie worst of the year. 
The si+ irling clouds of dust halted traffic, in terruptecl air- 
plane schedules ancl made living conditions eLtremcly 
uncomfortable. On the 3Sth tlie entire region east of the 
103cl meridian was covered by a dust pall which reduced 
visibility to from 30 to  200 feet for from 4 to 7 hours. 

Light dust was much more extensive and was reported 
throughout the Grent Plains, much of the Rocky Ifountain 
district, in most of the Lake region and middle hlississippi 
Valley, ancl locallg to esstwird. Some stations noted 
dusty conditions on practically every day of the month 
and as far east as Reading, Pa., an unusual amount of dust 
was noted in the atmosphere from tlie 35th to the close of 
the month. 
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JUNE 

During June the Great Plains States from Nebraska 
southward, Iowa, Minnesota, Wisc.onsin, Utah, and 
Neva,da were among the 14 States receiving subnormal 
rainfall. Amounts ranged from only 47 percent of normal 
in Nevada to ns m w h  as 95 percent in Oldahoma. 

Despihe t,his inc.rease of precipit'ation over the preceding 
mont,h, duststorms were again rather severe and numerous 
though less so than in hlay. Dense duststmornis were 
reported from Texas and New Mexico northward to 
Montana with fmquency rmging from one occurre.nce to 
as many as 12 storms during the month. 

Probably the most severe and extensive duststorm ever 
experienced in the history of Montana occurred on June 
2-3. De,nse clouds of dust overspread the State from t'he 
Rocky Mountain Divide eastwa.rd to the Da,kot)as and 
from the Cann.dian border southward to Wyoming, but 
only .three stations west of the Divide, Kalispell, Philips- 
burg? and But,te, reported de.nse dust during this storm. 
The dust apparently moved into Monta.na from Can:tda 
shortly be,fore midnight of the sec.ond and wa,s carried 
by st,rong nort,hwest winds aloft as there were no unusually 
high winds along the surface while the storm crossed bhe 
Stmate. It st,ruck Havre a t  11:40 p. m. of t,he 2d, Helena 
about 2 a. ni. of the 3d, and wa,s a t  Ekalaka &out noon 
of the 3d. The storm was followed by rains in most of 
tlie Statre, and t,he. cloud had disappeared generally by the 
night of the 3d. During the densest part of t'he st,orm all 
localities reported visibilities ranging generally from 1 
mile to several blocks. I n  some port,ions of the State 
aut>omobile lights were necessary while driving during the 
day. 

June rainfall in the principal duststorm region of Colo- 
rado (tlie extreme southeastern counties) varied from a 
trace to nearly 4 inc.hes during the month. 

In  the region (in Colorado) east of the 104th meridian and south 
of the Arkansas-Platte Divide, dust occurred generally on the 4th, 
l l t h ,  12th, 13th, 17th, 18th, 19th, 20t11, 22d, 23d, 21t11, and 25th. 
The storm of the 11th-12th was the worst of the mont.li, the visi- 
hilit,y being reduced to from zero to  1 mile. On these two dates 
t.he storm est.ended northward to  include Kit Carson, Tunia, 
and nort.hern Lincoln Counties. 

Dust,storms occurred over much of the west,ern third of 
Kansas on from 2 to 5 days, and were, most frequent in 
tfhe extre.me sout'hwestern part of the State; in Morton 
Country they we,re reported on the 4th, 6th, 12t,h, 19t,h, 
20th, 22th, 23th, 24th, a.nd 26th. As a rule these stmornis 
were not as widespmad as in the 3 months prece,cling; 
the one of greatest extent oc,curred on the 17t'li. None 
w-a.s report8ed in t'he ce,nt,rad or ea.st,ern thirds of t,he St.ate. 

In Okla.honia, e,xcept for one instance on the 26th, dust- 
storms we.re confined to the Panhandle, where a visibi1it)y 
of 150 feet prevailed a t  Goodwell for 20 minutes on the 1st. 
Duststornis we.re reported on as many as 12 clays in por- 
t,ions of t,his area. A remarlable feature of t,he dense 
duststorms of the month in portions of we,stern Iknsas  is 
t,ha.t they occurred comparatively soon after rains that, 
in some instances, esceeded 3 inches. At Rock Springs, 
Wyo., during a dust squall on the 23d, the visibility wa.s 
zero for a few moments with a.c.companying gusts of wind 
up to 70 miles per hour. 

Light duststorms were nearly as widespread as in May, 
and were rep0rte.d from the Rocky Mountains eastward 
to the Ohio Valley and Tennessee and e.ven as fa.r east n.s 
Reading, Pa., where considerable dust was suspended in 
the air during most of the month. Frequenc,ies ranged 
from as many as 17 da,ys wit,h light to modemte dust in 
portions of t,he northern Great Plains to isolnted occur- 

rences in some portions of Tesas, the middle Nfississippi 
Valley, and niost eastern districts. South of the fortieth 
parallel they were most frequent during the first half of 
the month while farther north they were more frequent 
during the latter half. On the 23cl-24th light duststorms 
were reported in Montana, Wyoming, the Dakotas, 
Nebraska Iowa, and Minnesota. 

JULY 

Utah had 311 percent of tlie normal precipitation during 
July compared Jrith only 72 percent in June, while Nevada 
had 189 percent in contrast with 4 i  for the preceding 
month. Percentages were also decidedly greater in Mon- 
tana, tlie Dahotas, Idaho, and Wyoming than in June, 
while Icansas noted an increase of 16 percent over the pre- 
ceding month. As a consequence duststorms were con- 
siderably less serere and more restricted in extent in these 
States thttn a t  :my time diiring the preceding several 
months. 

Dense dust occurred on 10 clays in portions of Okla- 
lioma, chiefly in the Panhandle area, where occasional zero 
visibility prevailed temporarily (the July rninfall in OMn- 
homa was G S  percent of normal, while in June it was 95), 
ant1 was reported on one day in southeastern New hlexico. 
In Rlontniin there u ere brief periods of decidedly limited 
visibility, ranging from one-half block to less than 1 mile, 
on 3 or 4 days. Elsewhere duststornis were light to 
moderate in chnriicter ant1 were reported only in the Great 
Plains from centrd Texas and southenstern New hlexico 
northward, in portions of u est-central tind western Minne- 
sota where, at Rloorlieatl, some damage to crops oc- 
curred, nncl in a few central and northern Rocky Mountain 
districts, practically all to the enst of the Divide. 

The frequency of days with duststorms vnried from 1 in 
portions of Texas, New Mexico, Rlinnesotn, and Nebraslia 
to 2 in Wyoming, 3 in North Dakota, i in South Dakota, 
9 in I<nnsns, 10 in southenstern Colorado, 15 in Montana, 
nncl 1i  in Oklahoma; nearly all of those in Oldahomn oc- 
curred in the extreme western portion of the State. None 
was reported enst of the hlississippi River. 

The storms in North Dakota were rather general on the 
5th and 24th; in South Dakota they were most frequent 
during the first half of the month. I<ansas noted dust, of 
limited extent in southwestern counties, chiefly during the 
first half of the nionth, but no general duststorms occurred 
even in those sections where moisture conditions have 
been most serious. 

In  contrast, to months just preceding, the most severe 
duststorm of July in hlontana, which ail'ected a large area, 
taking in the southeastern portion of the State from 
Yellowstone County enstward to the Dnkota line and from 
Prairie County on the north s o u t h  ard to the Wyoming 
line on the 22d, only reduced visibility to 2 3  niiles when 
the storm was at  its height. 

During the dense duststorm a t  Rosmell, N. hfes., on 
the 20th, poor visibility began shortly after 1 a .  in., and 
ended at 1:41 a .  ni. when rain began fnlling; the minimum 
visibility, a t  1:12 a. m., was only $0 ynrds. 

AUGUST 

August, brought decidedly subnnrmal precipitation to 
all States from the Great Plains westward, except, Okla- 
homn, Washington. and Oregon. Percentages of nor~nnl 
for the month in this nren ranged from 10 in California to 
8s in Texns. The above-nornial precipitation over the 
nort,hern Great Plains and northern Rocky Mountain 
region and portions of the Great Basin during J d y  nidecl 
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in reducing dust blowing and as a result dense duststorms 
were rare during August, though isolated occurrences were 
reported occasionally during the latter half of the month 
and thick dust somewhat3 inore often from Wyonling 
eastward to eastern South Dakota ancl southwnrd to 
Oklahoma. 

Light dust was reported to eastward of the Mississippi 
River in onlv one St8at8e. Wisconsin. while to west of the 
hhssissippi River, in the Great Plains, duststorms oc- 
curred from Oldnhoma northward to the Canadian border. 
The frequency ranged from 5 days or less to as many as 11 
in Montana and 12 in Kansas. 

In  Oldahonin heavy duststorms were of local character 
and were confined to the central and western sections of 
the State; Hennessey and Kingfisher, in the central part 
of the State, reported heavy dust on the 19th with mini- 
mum visibility at the latter station being one-fourth mile, 
while at Goodwell, in the western third, risibility was 50 
yards for half an hour on the 4 t h  one-half mile on the 
19th, and 1 mile on the 28th. At Goodwell dusty con- 
ditions were noted on 10 days. 

Light dust clouds were reported in Baca County, Colo., 
on several days. During the afternoon of tbe 9th dust- 
storms of short duration reduced the visibility to 50 yards 
a t  Arriha. Though dusty conditions were reported 
locally on numerous dates throughout the montli, they 
were not attended by serious rlminge or disconifort. 

Tn South Dakota unseasonnbly high winds, BCCORI- 
panied hp high temperatures, occurred in the east crn 
two-thirds on the lst, 5th-9th, 13th-15t11, 22cl-24th, 
37th, and 28th. Loc,nl duststorins were reported during 
these periods where the topsoil was dry. 

Duststorms occurred on 1 or 2 days in the western 
third of Kansas and locally in the middle third, with from 
5 to 13 days when there wns more or less dust in the air 
in southwestern counties end 2 to  6 such days in the north- 
west,ern counties. Dates given in varioas counties were 
August 2, 4, 6, 10, 11, 13-1.5, 17, 26, 28, and 39; the 
storms of the 10th and 38th were the most extensive. 

SEPTEMBER 

Over most of the Great Phins nren September brought 
more rain than the previous n~onth,  though only &font n n n  
and Oklahonia had above-nornial falls. In  Montann the 
September percent of normnl was  111 as compared with 
49 in August; North Dnkota had 96 percent in Septeniher 
and only 71 in August, while Colorado and Wyoming had 
90 and 68 percent, as compared with 73 and 50 percent 
during the previous month. September precipitnt,inn was 
also more plentiful over the Southwest, hu t  t o  east of the 
Mississippi the month wns noticeably drier than August,. 

Dense dust was confined to portions of the northern and 
southern Great Plains area. Infrequent, occurrences were 
reported locnlly in Montana and western Oklnhomn, 
liiostly during the latter hnlf of the month; elsewhere dust 
was only light to moderate. Di1st.r conditk~ns were 
reported from central Texas and southern New Mexico 
northward to  Rlontann, the Dakotas, and Minnesota. 

In Montana light dust i+as reported on 11 days, the 
2d, 3d, 4tb, Sth, loth, 13th, 14th, 17th, 18tb, 10th, nncl 
21st, while fiirther east and south practically ~ l l  the dust- 
storms occurred later in the month. In  Minnesota they 
were noted on the 14th, 20t11, 21st, and 23d, while in 
Kmsas dusty conditions were noted on the 21st, 23d, 
24th, and 27th-3Oth. Dusty conditions were reported in 
Oklnhomn on 7 days during the month. 

Moderate d~st~storii~s.  were reported on 2 claps t i t  n 
considerable number of stations in Nebrash ;  on the 21st 

light to moderate Gust was reported in south-central 
counties northward to Valley and Nnnce Counties. On 
the 23d dust was again reported in this saiiie area and 
nortliward into the northeastern counties nnd westwnrd 
into some northwestern weas. On the 23d tlie dust, was 
densc enough to ohscure the sun :ind c:iuse the dny to be 
repurtd as  cloudy. 

On the 14th m d  21st light dust W M  rcpoited at, scnt- 
tered places in westmi arid central North Dakota and on 
the 23d in south-ccntrnl sections. 

At Kent on and Goodwell, Cikls., henvy dust rctluced 
x icihility consider:ibly on the lntli 2nd 24th-25th hut no 
chnnge  XIS repcwtcd, while nt Hrlenn, Mont ., on the 
1'7th, there were limited periuds of visibility of 1e.s I11:tn 
one half city tlucli. 

OCTOBER 

Diiring October pr;~cticnlly :ill of the Gretit Pliiin.;, with 
the eaception of  Tesa.;, rtbr-eivtd sul~nc~ri~i;il precipitation; 
pcrcentoges ranqed from 36 in South D:ilrnt;i i u  $37 in 
Ncl;r;~4a. Utnh ancl  Oregon if ere ahve-nnrinal for the 
month, as were Texas, Arknnsas, Louisiana, nncl  :ill States 
to the cas t  of thc Mississippi Riwr,  except Michigan. 

No dcnse tluststor.nis were reportetl, ::Ithougli there were 
swt.rrl occurrences of lienvg dust in portions of Texas, 
Obl:tlioriia, onrl North Dnkot:~. Light dust was rcported 
in hlont n m ,  Minnesota, the D;iliotns, enstt\rn Colorado, 
I<nns:Is, @l,l~ilionin, and Texas. 

At h m i l l o ,  Tes., it visibility of one-liplf mile prevailed 
for 2 hours on the 18th; the highest wind velocity during 
the storm was 54 miles per hour. Heavy dust in Okla- 
homa was confined to portions of tlie Pnnhnndle, mostly 
on the Ist,, 4th, 12th, and 18th. At Goocltvell the visi- 
bility was less than one-half mile from about 11 a .  m. to 
4 p. ni. on the 1Sth; the niinininm visibility was 100 yards 
at  11:30 a .  m. A few local duststornis were reported in 
some southwestern counties of Kansas on tlie Ist,, 13th, and 
18th; dusty conditions, not sufficiently severe to be clnssed 
as duststorms, were noted in many southwestern counties 
of the State on the 3c1, 4th, 6th, 12th, and 1Sth. 

In Colorado light dust and hazy conditions were re- 
ported from Juleshurg and C'lieyenne Wells on the 3tl nncl 
4th, from extreme eastern Bacn County on the 2d, 4th, 
sth, 15th, and ls th ,  and from extreme eastern Proners 
nnd extreme southern Lincoln Counties on the lSth, on 
which date the visibility was reduced to 1 mile. The dust 
on tlie 8th in the vicinity of Two Buttes, Colo., was sonie- 
what damaging to fields. Light duststorms were general 
over North Dakota on the 18th and 31st, and :tn automo- 
bile collision occurred during t i  rather se\-erc local dust- 
storm in Eamsey County on the 27th. 

Over southern portions of the Greut Plains area the 
duststorms occurred chiefly during the first hRlf or im- 
inediately after the middle of the month, while farther 
north thcy were most frequent after the 17th. 

NOVEMBER 

Precipitat,ion was again subnormal over :t large northern 
mid central area; percentages in portions of the Great 
Plnins ranged from only 27 in Nebraska to S.5 in Texas. 
Kansas received only 51 percent of the normal November 
fall. A letter from the official in charge at Dodge City, 
Kans., dated November 30th states: 

Up to the present time, the fall months of the year 1037 hare  been 
much drier than any of a like period since the beginning of the 
present dry cycle. Consecliiently the soil in this vicinity is mnch 
drier both a t  surface and suhsoil. Conditiunq for blowing soil and 
d i id  are perhaps greater, at least in this iinmedi:tte locality, than 
in  any of the last several gears. 
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Despite the genernl deficiency in precipitation only a 
few duststoriilr, n1ostlj7 local in clinractrr, slioulcl be 
classifiecl as deise, altliough there were occasional reports 
of zero visibi1i:y durilig the first half of the riiontli from 
scntteretl st a i  i c  , iih in T\'ymiing, Nehrasl~a, ILI~PNS, ant1 
Oldnllollla, :?lid nf 20!) ylRls :it "olly, C'olo., 011 the kite 
nfternoon and  th,irlj- ere:!ing of the 27th. 

LigLt dust i t  :is :ig:ilu reported from 5'ex:is nortltnarrl to 
the C'niiaclian border, hut tdie number of d : i y  1% itli tlustj- 
conditions, r:iiigiLig from I to as inany :is 5 in tlrier 
portions of tlle nren, w.ns niucli less t l im in n:oiiths just 
yrececlins. 

The only 1Ieav:y duststorm in C~l~lahoiiia ol-currcd :it 
Cloctl~~ ell, Texas C'ounty, on the 26th-27th. D:IJ-L \\ itil 
light t o  moderate dust mere the 5th, Tth ,  !3th, 1!5ih, ITkh, 
%th, niid 27th; nearly till the dust was c.oi!fined to t l w  
Paih :indie. l:i. linns:: s dust storm P of nioc1er;i te in t E-:) sit y 
occurred in a few v csterii counties on the i t h  niicl in ninny 
pnrts of the \iee.jterii third of tlie State on the 12tli; : ~ t  
Dodge City the clu.;tstorni on November 12 w::s siifLieiitly 
henry to stop tlie :i utoma tic suiisliine reconler. 

(.hi tlie 12th vi-ihility in Celorndo wis reclucet1 ti\ o,lc- 
fourth mile a t  iiiiies over tlie greater portion of the  StIxtl: 
f'lutte T-t:lley nncl the drl;:iiis:~s-Pl:Pt,te Civitle, :?1i(1 t o  1 
mile in tlie L',rkans:~s J'nllcy t>ast of the 104th ineii(1i:ii;. 
M::V:% Comity 1i:icl Iiuiiieruub kiys ->*it!i light dust bat  no 
serious cl.~ma~:.c or discomfort resultecl: t!ie only dense tlu:>t- 
storin in Coloi.:r:lo was the one nt Holly nieritioiied tibore. 

iVestern Nchrrska reported locally- dense clu:;t on the 
12th a i d  27tlt ; local dust blowing occurred :it sc:ittciecl 
plnces i!i the ea.;tern two-thircls of Snutli Daku)tn oii the 
lst,  4th, 1 lth-15tli, niitl tlnststorins were genernl tiirough- 
out south-ceiil;*al Norbli 13.aliot:L on the first clay of the 
111011 t 11. 

At  Rock Springs, TI-yo., dusty conditions prevailed on 
the 11 t h  with visibility rrclucecl to zero occa*ioiially 
between 7:30 :tiid S p. 111. 

WEATHER OF 1937 IN 

7 .  

The outstanding event associated with tlie went1ic.r of 
the year was the great flood in the lowcr Ohio and Missis- 
sippi Valleys lirought about by excessive rains in Jnnua137 
over the c1r:iin:tge areas of the Ohio River and its trilu- 
taries, including the Wabnsh, the Cumherlniicl, and the 
Tennessee. The nioiithly rainfall over the iiiidclle tint1 
southern portions of  Ohio ranged consistently froni above 
9 inches to more than 14 inches. Over southern 1ndi:in:i 
rainfall avernged 16.22 inches (12.20 inches nbore the 
average). in southern Illinois 11.74 inches or more than S 
inches in excess of normal. Over central Tennessee 
monthly falls tireraged inore than 16 inches aiid in tlie 
western clirision nlmut 1S.50 inclie.;. hlcI<enzie, l'enii., 
reported 23.90 inches for the month, Endington, Ky., 
22.97, Hickory, hliss., 21.45, and Evzns L~iidiiig, Ind., 
2'1.39 inches; also moiithly totals for Seffersonviile, Iiicl., 
and Leaven\\-ortli, Iiicl., were in excess 30 inches. Alaiiy 
stmations in southeastern Missouri and eastern Arkans:is 
reported iiioiitlily totals in the neighborhood of 2 0  inches. 
Statistics coveriilg the area of overflow tint1 the tlaiiinge uf 
all kiiids are not yet :rvnilahle, but prohnbly will siirlxiss 
all other previous gre:it floods in the United States. A 
detailed clisciwioii of rninfdl over the various wnterslmls. 
river stnges, and meteorological phenomena reqponsihle 
lor the heavy rniiis in the Ohio Valley during January 
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Anioiiq other mtahle features of the year's meather 
n ere : The severe cold of January tlirougliout the Rocky 
Rloiintains, north-ceiitrnl (+re:tt Plains and upper Missis- 
sippi V:?lley heii niem Slate teniperutures were the lowest 
uf record in \Vashinl;'toii, Oregon, California, Iclalio, 
Nev-tzda , Utah, krizclii:i, hZoiitnria, 'Kyoiiiing, Coloritdo, 
niitl New Mexico, and the lowest of Jniiimry record in the 
Dnl.otas aixl Nebr:lsl;a, aiul the escept,ioiially warm dan- 
u : q  w-eittlicr in the southenstern States, pnrticulnrly in 
Al:ibauin, which aclvaiiced vegetation, especially fruit, to 
premnture stages oiilp to be severely clamaged by cold 
weather diirinz hlnrch. Other features were low January 
i emperat tires in C':ilifonlin which resulted in two destruc- 
tive frt'ezes, ilie hiickrwrcl spring wefitlier in the northern 
Rochies aiitl northcni Plains States, the unusu:illv dry 
spring iii Rloiitniia antl in the north xncl ceiitrnl Plains 
wliicli was followcl by the most devnstating drought ever 
kiic,wn in the extreme northesqtern counties of hloiitnnn. 

Prouglit conclitinns tlia t were record hre:iking prevailed 
over Kansas almost tlirougliout 1037 ; tlie year's iiioisture 
TWS cleficieiit in cvery comity, except those in the south- 
eastern qunrter. Near the close of the year the lack of 
noriiial rainfall in late suniiiier and early fall niontlis 


